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First Skills Forecasting Model in Palestine launched

Ramallah, 25 May 2017 - The Launch of the first Skills Forecasting Model in Palestine took
place today in Ramallah. Within the framework the EU funded project Networks of
Mediterranean Youth (NET-MED Youth), the skills forecasting simulation model, developed
by UNESCO in partnership with the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute-MAS and
with the cooperation of the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, is a tool that provides quantative projections on the future supply and demand of
skills in the labor market. Therefore, the model works on the anticipation and identification
of skills needs and translates this into curricula and training programmes as well as
employment strategies. All this within the framework of a national dialogue involving
relevant stakeholders, including civil society and youth. UNESCO provided technical support
to reinforce national capacities in anticipating future skills in the Mediterranean Region.

The Minister of Education and Higher Education, Dr. Sabri Saidam, in his opening remarks
highlighted the increased attention by the Government of Palestine to the advancement of
Technical and Vocational Education (TVET) and that 2017 was the year of TVET. He also
emphasized the plans to further establish more TVET schools by the start of the next school
year and stated that we are observing great achievements with TVET schools, especially for
people with special needs, who have found a new direction and new opportunities for a
better life. He concluded saying that we are all partners in this journey, which must be led by
all of us in order to achieve positive results. This was further reiterated by the Minister of
Labour, Dr Mamoun Abushahla, who thanked UNESCO for the development of this model,
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which comes at an opportune time and said that we are starting a new phase which will give
us a scientific approach to assess whether we are on the right track towards bridging the gap
between education supply and labour market needs.

Dr. Lodovico Folin Calabi, UNESCO Representative to Palestine, recalled that Skills
Development Education has the power and potential to transform lives and that it
effectively contributes to areas such as youth employment and sustainable development. He
is confident that the results of the model could influence decisions which will facilitate
reducing the gaps between supply and demand in the Palestinian labour market. Dr. Folin
Calabi concluded saying that the development of the Skills Forecasting Model is therefore
essential as an initial step towards improving and maximizing the potential of technical and
vocational training in Palestine and reiterated that UNESCO looks forward to play a greater
role in the advancement of skills development education to reduce unemployement in
Palestine. The model was also launched by representatives of the EU and Dr. Nabil Kassis,
Director of MAS.

During the event UNESCO presented the main findings of the model, together with the
progress of Skills Forecasting activities and UNESCO’s broad support to skills development
and TVETat a regional level. A comprehensive and fruitful discussion with the experts from
the Ministry of Labor, the Ministry of Education and Palestinian Youth organisations on the
need to strenghten skills development for employment in Palestine.

For more information on UNESCO’s activities in Palestine, please Vvisit
www.unesco.org/ramallah and visit us on [i: Unesco Ramallah Office

For more information on NET-MED activities, please visit www.netmedyouth.org and visit us
on Ei. Netmedyouth

For more information on this event, please contact: Majd Beltaji, Public Information Officer
of the UNESCO Ramallah Office, at m.beltaji@unesco.org
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